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Amendments in t he Drawing s 

The attached sheet of drawing includes changes to Fig. 6. 
Attachment: Replacement Sheet 4. 
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Remarks/A rguments 

Claims 1-9 are pending and are subject to restriction requirement. 
Claims 2 and 6 are amended to correct typographical errors and FIG. 6 is 
amended to add a symbol indicating an input to the control circuit 100. 

Drawings 

FIG. 6 is amended to include an IN box between the control circuit 100 and 
the photo diode detection circuit 122. As in FIG. 1, this IN box indicates the input to 
the control circuit 100. See, for example, page 4, lines 15-16. No new matter is 
added. It should be noted that the control circuit 100 in FIG. 6 is the same as the 
control circuit 100 in FIG. 1. See. for example, page 7, lines 6-9. 

Restrictions 

At the outset, applicants are unable to make a selection because the Office 
Act.on fails to specify the species/sub-species of each claim. 

Applicants also disagrees that the claims are directed to two patentably distinct 
species, one directed to the circuit in FIG. 1 and the other to the circuit in FIG 6 as 
alleged. As indicated above, the circuits in FIGs. 1 and 6 share the same control 
crcuit 100. and independent claims 1, 5. and 9 are directed to the control circuit 100 
m both FIGs. 1 and 6 using the voltage responses shown in FIGs. 4 and 5 These 
.ndependent claims automatically detect the circuit configuration (e.g., PNP and 
NPN) of a laser diode and initialize the control of the power supply for the laser 

^17T PO :T 9W - eXamP ' e ' ^ 2 ' ' ineS 18 " 21 - As * uch " ^Pendent 

cla,ms 1, 5, and 9 are directed to the same invention and no restriction is required. 

independent claim 1. for example, is a generic claim covering both circuits in 
HG. 1 and FIG. 6. Claim 1 recites a method for initialising a control of a supply 
vo. age of a light source, such as a ,aser diode, the light source being arranged in a 
first crcurt configuration having an associated first reference vo.tage level or the light 
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source being arranged in an alternative second circuit configuration having an 
associated alternative second reference voltage level, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

" voltage^ ° hdng ' ng the Supp,y volta 9 e Mo the direction of the first reference 
' supp%To 9 ltage ht em ' SSIOn of the light SOUfVe while Gradually changing the 

' i"^ 7 '??' emiss ' on 13 measured: starting the control of the supply voltage of 
the light source after the first reference voltage has been reached, 

' Ihl SSUSl^fS iS mea i ure ? : Sradualry changing the supply voltage into 
suoo^lnTJ!^^^ mference volta 9e ™<> darting the control of the 
beZVrea Jhld SBCOnd refBrBnce volta 3 e nas 

The supply voltage is supplied to a laser diode (the light source) at the OUT terminal 
of the control circuit 100 in both FIGs. 1 and 6. The voltage responses of PNP and 
NPN laser diodes are shown in FIGs. 4 and 5. The recited first and second circuit 
configurations correspond to the PNP and NPN circuit configurations. In the first 
step, the supply voltage is changed into the direction of the first reference voltage 
which in the example of FIGs. 4 and 5 is VREFPNP. In the second step, the light' 
emission from the diode is measured by the measuring diode 118 in FIGs. 1 and 6. 
According to FIGs. 4 and 5, if the laser diode is a PNP type, no light emission is 
detected at the IN terminal in FIG. 1 and in the first IN terminal in FIG. 6, and if the 
laser diode is an NPN type, light emission will be measured and the supply voltage is 
changed into the direction of the second reference voltage, which is VREFNPN in 
FIG. 5 before starting the control of the supply voltage. This determination is 
performed in steps 3 and 4. For details of the operation, please refer to FIGs. 4 and 
5 and their description in the specification. The additional photo diode detection 
circuit 122 in FIG. 6 is recited in claim 4, which directly depends from claim 1. 

Independent claims 5 and 9 recite similar features as those recited in 
mdependent claim 1 and cover both FIGs. 1 and 6 using the voltage responses 
shown in FIGs. 4 and 5. As such, claims 1, 5, and 9 are directed to the same 
invention. 
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No independent claim is directed to the detailed embodiments in FIGs, 2 and 
3 for the safety block 108. As such, the selection of species A and B is not 
necessary as well. 

Conclusion 

Having fully addressed the Examiner's objections and rejections it is believed 
that, in view of the preceding amendments and remarks, this application stands in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration and allowance are respectfully 
solicited. If, however, the Examiner is of the opinion that such action cannot be 
taken, the Examiner is invited to contact the applicants' attorney at (609) 734-6813, 
so that a mutually convenient date and time for a telephonic interview may be 
scheduled. 



Fee 

No fee is believed due. However, if a fee is due, please charge the fee to 
Deposit Account 07-0832. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PATRICK VOGEL ET1AL. 

By: Jm^l h£: - 

y«eitsengMjfn, Attorney 
RSLpdf Reg. No. 42.804 

Phone (609) 734-6813 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 4 

Patent Operations 
Thomson Licensing LLC 
P.O. Box 5312 

Princeton, New Jersey 08543-5312 
December 6, 2007 
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